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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this third 
day of April, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred seventy-four, 
and of the Independence of the United States of America the one hundred 
ninety-eighth. 

RICHARD NIXON 

APRIL 3, 1974 

Proclamation 4282 • April 3, 1974 

25th Anniversary of NATO 

By the President of the United States of America 

A Proclamation 

A quarter-century ago, on April 4, 1949, in Washington, twelve na
tions, united in a determination to preserve their freedoms, integrity, and 

63 Stat. 2241. common heritage, signed the North Atlantic Treaty. In succeeding years 
Greece, Turkey, and the Federal Republic of Germany became parties 
to that accord and members of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization— 
which was established to fulfill the Treaty's commitment to a joint 
defense. 

In those early years the military threat to the West was clear. Today, 
while collective defense remains the first task of the alliance, opportuni
ties have arisen—resulting from more than two decades of Western co
hesion—which have allowed the allies to engage in a broad new enterprise 
aimed at reducing tensions between East and West. 

The Atlantic alliance remains the cornerstone of United States foreign 
policy. In addition to advancing the cause of peace, members can enlarge 
the purposes of our historic alliance by reinvigorating our association to 
meet the interrelated security, political, economic, and environmental 
problems that confront us in the complex world of this decade and beyond. 
Understanding, cooperation, and consultation must be the hallmark of 
our on-going relationship. The achievements of the past must not be 
sacrificed to the pursuit of national interests narrowly conceived. I re-
dedicate the United States today to that course, for it is only in this way 
that the Alantic nations can truly serve the cause of peace and prosperity 
for succeeding generations. 
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NOW, THEREFORE, I, RICHARD NIXON, President of the 
United States of America, do hereby direct the attention of the Nation 
to this the twenty-fifth anniversary of the signing of the North Atlantic 
Treaty; and I call upon all agencies and officials of the Federal Govern
ment, upon the Governors of the States, and upon the officers of local 
governments to encourage and facilitate the suitable observance of this 
event throughout this 25th anniversary year with particular attention to 
April, the month which marks the historic signing of the treaty. 

I also urge all citizens to participate in appropriate activities and cere
monies in recognition of the achievement of the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization and its contribution to America's security and well-being. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this third 
day of April, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred seventy-four, and 
of the Independence of the United States of America the one hundred 
ninety-eighth. 

RICHARD NIXON 

Proclamation 4283 • April 4, 1974 

Small Business Week, 1974 

By the President of the United States of America 

A Proclamation 

The history of America is in large measure the history of independent 
enterprise. From the earliest days of our history, the trader and the 
merchant, pushing westward, laid the foundations for what has become 
the world's greatest economic achievement. "What most astonishes me," 
wrote de Tocqueville of our young Nation in the 1830's "is not so much 
the marvelous grandeur of some undertaking as the innumerable 
multitude of small ones." 

It is upon the foundation established by those small undertakings 
that the most dynamic society known to man has been built. And today 
America's small businesses continue to thrive. 

Nineteen out of every twenty firms are considered small business. They 
provide approximately 35 million jobs and contribute more than $476 
billion annually to the gross national product. 
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